VILLAGE OF PIKETON
July 5,2022
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Spencer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL:
Present: Ralph Douthitt ~ Victor Brushart
Cristy Shanks Ryan Clemmons
Absent: Dennis Foreman

Others present: Police Chief, Jim Nelson, Denny Southworth, Zoning, Dale Seif, Solicitor, and
Cheryl Overly, Fiscal Officer.
There were also several members of the community present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Ralph Douthitt to approve the minutes from the June 21st meeting. A
second was made by Victor Brushart. Douthitt-yes, Brushart-yes, Shanks-yes, Clemmons-
abstained. Motion carried.

MAYOR- The Mayor began discussion about Lana, the K-9 dog. The Mayor asked the guests
that were present if they all thought that the Village of Piketon should sell the dog to Waverly.
Many of the people said yes; then he asked if there was anyone present who felt the Village should
keep the dog and two said yes. The Mayor stated for the sake of time he asked that the group
elect one person to represent and they will receive five minutes to speak. Brian Robinson stood
and said that all of them have not talked together and did not agree that five minutes was a fair
amount of time to give them. The Mayor stated that he cannot give them each five minutes; and
based on what he has seen online that is 99% false and they all have their opinion. Robinson said
he didn’t know who posted stuff and that he only posted facts and has waited until tonight to
voice his opinion. The Mayor asked if anyone has an opinion that they want to voice other than
the fact that they want the Village to sell the dog to the Village of Waverly? He asked if that is a
fair assessment on his part. There were unidentified people speaking some of whom stated she
has had enough handlers; she needs to stay with Spires and he has got her to where she is. Other
unidentified persons said she has done a complete 180 turn since he has got her and that he is a
good fit for her. Robinson said she was a k-9 that council had thought about terminating the
program because of some of the issues with previous handlers. Robinson said that when Officer
Spires was hired in they were told they have one chance to get this right and that he would be her
last handler; sink or swim this is it. Robinson stated this is a chance to rid themselves of the
financial responsibility and still have a k-9 right down the road to utilize; probably just as
available as she was here. Robinson asked if she would bond with another handler? Not saying
that another handler can’t bond with her. Robinson stated that officers are leaving left and right
and they all had offers when he worked at Piketon but they turned them down. He said now they
are accepting those offers making the same money and he is glad; he helped to get them that raise
although he was told $1.50 raise would be pushing it. Robinson also stated that Lana probably
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has 2-4 years maybe a little more; or put the $6000 toward another K-9 and have that dog for 10
years. Robinson made an offer the pay another $4000.00 on top of the $6000.00 from Waverly
as long as they agree to accept the dog.

The Mayor said there are some things that aren’t documented on the record. The Council meeting
minutes on November 4, 2019 when Officer Spires was hired; Robinson interrupted and said now
the minutes say three years when it was two years. The Mayor read that portion of the minutes
and it says that the Village was looking for a four-year commitment. Robinson said there was no
binding contract. The Mayor said that there is not a binding contract with employees anyway;
that Piketon has always been a place where people come and go; that he can’t pay what Chillicothe
or Portsmouth pay. Robinson said it is not financial reasons people are leaving. A member of
the audience asked why punish the dog. The Mayor said the dog is not being punished. He said
the Officer elected to leave and it was his choice; he wasn’t asked to leave. The unidentified
audience member said the Village tore the dog away from a family that loves her and she proved
herself with Daniel. The Mayor read a report from Roger Bice who Runs Shawnee Kennels and
he trains police dogs all over the state and stated that is where Lana is. On June 16™ Roger Bice
wrote Piketon Police Department saying “I was advised that you need an update and opinion on
K-9 Lana. I feel Lana is a very qualified K-9. She is turning 7 years of age on June the 274, I
feel she still has a few good years of work in her as long as she is with someone that would keep
and take proper care of her. She loves to work and is probably in her prime. There is never a
guarantee that she would last three to five years more but I think she has that potential. Feel free
to contact me if you have any further questions I am trying to get her back in shape; don’t think
that she has been worked for a while.

An audience member asked how many times the cruiser has been down and stated he couldn’t
work the dog because she didn’t have a cage. Jim Nelson stated that there were some problems
with the air conditioner but it would be taken to Joe Burton and back the next day. A lady spoke
and said the kids had made a bond with that dog and they love the dog and wouldn’t it be
reasonable to scll that dog and get a new one. The Mayor stated that the dog is a Village asset
and yes, we could go out and get another dog. The Mayor stated his opinion is that he doesn’t
want to sell Lana; he never agreed to sell Lana and that Council will vote and decide. Robinson
asked if they ever wanted to terminate the program once before prior to him being there. The
Mayor said to start with Lana has had three trainers; not four. He stated she was housed at the
zoning officers house; trying to keep her in town then realized that she was turning her into a pet
stating these dogs are not pets; sure you can love the dog but you can’t treat it like a pet.

The Mayor stated that council has agreed to keep the program; to say that the village wanted to
terminate the program five years ago he would have to look. There was an officer who offered
to take Lana and train her on his own and he was treating her like a pet so the village took the dog
back. He explained that yes Lana attacked another dog and bit the dog and the Village paid for
it; through insurance, not sued. Robinson again stated that the Village could start fresh and avoid
that liability. The Mayor asked if anyone else wanted to speak and a woman said she has seen
Lana being worked at her house and at least she is not starving. Theresa McNight stated she has
lived here seven years and has scen the dog with every handler she has had and she was bad and
Lana definitely necds to stay with Spires; if not it will be bad; and that she cannot get trained
properly for the next three years. Sarah Osborn stated that Chris Mosley was the Sargant who
requested to purchase a k-9 unit and she helped him get money from area businesses and it was



all donations so the village didn’t have to pay anything except for training. Osborn stated for lack
of better words; Lana is property of the Village of Piketon; much like cars and equipment. She
1s not a pet she is a working officer.

Victor Brushart asked to hear from the police chief and asked if he felt we need to keep Lana.
Chief Nelson said he feels like we have a good asset and that for the last seven months the dog
has not been used. There is paperwork to be turned in anytime the dog has been used to sniff cars
and Nelson has not seen that paper since he has been there and has made four traffic stops in the
past seven months. Nelson stated yes, we need the dog and hate to go out and get a new dog
because you don’t know what you will get with a new dog. He said Waverly was going to give
us $5000.00 for the dog; a new dog is $12,000 plus the training. Also, as Sarah said the dog was
bought with donations and he has already had some comments about letting her go.

Ryan Clemmons said that he has always been for the K-9 program and in the prior meeting
minutes it states that he wanted to get rid of the program and those need corrected. Clemmons
stated that he was here and council talked about it when Spires was hired and as far as he
remembers everyone agreed that Spires would be the last handler. Clemmons said as the Village
we are taking a chance if we take this dog and put another handler with it; further stating that he
doesn’t know why we wouldn’t start out with a brand-new dog; we have plenty of money to go
buy another one with money that is not taxpayer money. Clemmons said if this dog goes to
Waverly we do have access to the dog and it will be more expensive to keep her and train an
officer then when the dog gets retired we get $1 for her. Clemmons said it makes sense financially
and its just the right thing to do to get a new dog. And Clemmons stated they all agreed that
Spires would be the last handler and asked Ralph Douthitt but Douthitt said he did not remember
them saying that. The Mayor said the Police committee met concerning the K-9 program and
Lana and from that meeting there was a call made to Waverly and a price was given to Waverly
for Lana. The committee does not have the authority to make that call. The committee’s job is
to meet and report their recommendation to council and then council can act. The Mayor further
stated that is a big part of the confusion that the call to Waverly never should have been made
because it holds no authority. The mayor said he will accept a motion to either keep Lana as our
K-9 unit and she will be housed at the Shawnee Kennel or he will accept a motion to sell Lana.
Ryan Clemmons made a motion to sell Lana to Waverly for $5000.00. There was no second.
Ralph Douthitt made a motion to keep Lana because we have invested $50,000.00 in a vehicle
for our dog program. Douthitt stated that this dog is our property and the trainer says it is a good
dog; this dog is trained for police work. There were more comments from the audience and Ralph
Douthitt made the motion again to keep the dog. It was asked where the committee was that
offered her to Waverly and Douthitt and Clemmons stated it was a fact finding call to see if they
were interested. Clemmons said there was no vote in the committee and Douthitt said that
Waverly knew at that time it would not happen until there is a full vote of council. Clemmons
said their council didn’t approve until after Piketon’s council meeting was over.

Victor Brushart said he appreciates their passion and concern for Lana and that this is a tough
decision but on the other hand Lana is a great dog; the police chief wants to keep Lana; the Mayor
wants to keep Lana and the trainer says she is a good dog so a second was made by Victor
Brushart. Douthitt-yes, Brushart-yes, Shanks-abstained, Clemmons-no. Motion carried.



FINES & FORFEITURES- A motion was made by Victor Brushart to approve the fines and
forfeitures. A second was made by Ralph Douthitt. Douthitt-yes, Brushart-yes, Shanks-yes,
Clemmons-yes. Motion carried.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION- Samantha Meadows introduced herself and said she is the
Democratic Nominee for Congress. Meadows was looking to find out how things are going in
the community and to learn of any issues the Village is dealing with. Meadows asked if we have
any halfway houses; suboxone clinics or safe houses and expressed those are her primary
concerns. She discussed other issues like the increasing costs of fuel. Meadows encouraged
others to run for office.

Kent Bryan addressed council regarding the Water Plant Project and announced that the Village
has been offered 4 million in principal forgiveness for the 8-million-dollar project. This means
we would have a loan for 8 million and the state would pay for 4 million. The balance of the loan
is repaid over 40 years for 0 %. Each year our loan payment will be approximately $100,000.00.
Clemmons asked when the plant construction would begin and Bryan stated bids could go out as
soon as this fall.

COMMITTEES
Finance- Ralph Douthitt asked about the audit and Overly stated they have filed an
extension and has been pushed to the end of August. Overly provided a budget and
explained to council that the county auditor has met with the county budget committee and
they have agreed to waive the tax budget requirement. Overly explained that by law the
fiscal officer has to present to council a budget by July 15", A copy of the budget was
provided to each member. The Mayor stated that the total revenue projected is 2,076, 675.
With total expenses projected is 2,404,106. Overly stated that those numbers do not include
any carryover.
Police & Fire- The Mayor said that we are keeping Lana and he knows that Jim is working
hard to get officers. There was more discussion with council regarding Lana and the
decision that was made and the officer who left. Jim Nelson reported that he has
interviewed four people so far; although we are still about $1 under what the sheriff’s office
pays so some will not come for that reason. Shanks asked if this was for the k-9 officer
and Nelson said that everyone right now is a candidate to be the k-9 officer. Nelson stated
they are working 10-hour shifts.
Utilities- Ryan Clemmons said the water plant is really good news.
Streets & Sidewalks- Cristy Shanks had nothing new.
Subdivision-Dennis Foreman-absent
Community Development- Victor Brushart nothing new.

MAYORS REPORT- Mayor Spencer presented a drawing from Rodney Pate. He is wanting to
buy Davis Market and the house next to it; tear it down and take the second floor off Davis
Market, tear the house down using the footer and attach it to Davis Market. The purpose is to
build a house and live there with a three-car garage in the middle with a mother in law suite on
the other side. The Mayor said the property would need a variance from business to residential.



Seif suggested that the variance require the property to be conjoined as to one parcel so there
cannot be a future subdivision. After discussion.

A motion was made by Ryan Clemmons to grant a variance and change the property from
business to RI single family and that the lots be conjoined into one lot. A second was made by
Ralph Douthitt. Douthitt-yes, Brushart-yes, Shanks-yes, Clemmons-yes. Motion carried. :

Resolution 2022-17- establishing pay rate ranges by job title which includes the $1 raise given to
Officers and also an increase to Jim Nelsons pay after probation period.

A motion was made by Ryan Clemmons to approve Resolution 2022-17. A second was made by
Victor Brushart. Douthitt-yes, Brushart-yes, Shanks-yes, Clemmons-yes. Motion carried.

Resolution 2022-18 amending salaries by name and title was presented. Being effective June
20% 2022,

A motion was made by Ryan Clemmons to approve Resolution 2022-18. A second was made by
Victor Brushart. Douthitt-yes, Brushart-yes, Shanks-yes, Clemmons-yes. Motion carried.

Street Lights out have been turned in and submitted to AEP.

The Mayor wanted to talk about the OVUS partners. The Mayor said they wanted a letter saying
that our intent was to support the project which would allow them to go to their investors and if
everything played out to their plan then they would build 800 acres of solar panels and we would
purchase electricity off them at a set price and then we would sell it to the people of Piketon. The
Mayor stated he wrote the letter changing the word intends to the Village will consider. They
said that does not work for their investors. Since then the Mayor has received a letter from Steve
Moore which states that if the Village of Piketon moves forward with creating a municipal utility
district and entering into an agreement with OVUS and Lahav; WAI Property intends to enter
into a contract with the Village of Piketon to perform administrative and technical implementation
of the municipal utility district on behalf of the Village of Piketon; reducing risk for the Village
of Piketon. The Mayor said that is probably a good offer but he looks at things as to what can go
wrong. In the Mayors opinion; even if WAI runs it, it is still going to the people of the Village
of Piketon and they are not going to call WAL, they will call the Village. Clemmons said there
are a lot of questions that need to be asked and expressed that it is a complicated thing. They are
locking in a group of people to make sure they have a business. Clemmons said we would be
purchasing for 6 cents kwh and still pay AEP something. The Mayor said as a rule he is against
it. He asked council for their opinion; Ralph Douthitt said he needs to know more about it.
Clemmons said to have them give us their business plan. Brushart too said we need more
information. The Mayor read aloud the suggested letter of intent that OVUS prepared for the
Village to sign a long-term commitment to purchase power agreement. This letter would be the
basis for a more detailed PPA. After reading the prepared letter Seif stated that the letter is soft
and the Village is not committing to anything. He said it is a little ambiguous but there is no way
the Village can be forced to purchase it in the future. Shanks asked if the letter has to be sent in
the get more information? The Mayor send the letter allows them to get more information.
Clemmons clarified that it does not hold us to anything and Seif stated that the letter of intent
gives them the right to do due diligence for up to a year, year and a half. Clemmons clarified that



it does not hold us to anything. The Mayor said he does not want to sign it unless council tells
him to sign it. Clemmons said as long as it does not commit us to anything he is good with the
Mayor signing.
A motion was made by Victor Brushart for the Mayor to sign the letter of intent to OVUS. A
second was made by Ryan Clemmons. Douthitt-yes, Brushart-yes, Shanks-yes, Clemmons-yes.
Motion carried.

The Mayor announced a Hope Rally at the park behind Giovanni’s on the 16™. This is a drug
addiction rally with counselors on duty to try to help those who may need it. There will be music,
food and speakers. This event is from 12-3.

Spencer stated that Jennifer Chandler turned in a project that fixes the ditch from Shyville to
Moore Street but there is a $99,000 local share with a $150,000 grant. The Mayor said he is all
for fixing the ditch but is not interested in the walking path over the ditch. The Mayor also thinks
that most people would not want this going through their yard. Clemmons said it is basically a
sidewalk and the Mayor said it is a ped/bike path. The Mayor said he can do the ditches cheaper
than the $99,000 and presented a proposal which would include recontouring the primary ditch
along Market Street, replacing the culvert under Hilltop Lane, two residential culverts along
Market Street, reconstruction of ditches along Shyville, removal of underground culverts that are
currently exposed, installation of up to 350 tons of rock and limestone to aid in the prevention of
crosion and replacement of culvert under Shyville to a 30” double-wall. This would all be done
for under $50,000.00. The Mayor said that unless the council says they want to do that grant,
then he is not going to sign it. The Mayor also expressed concerns about all of the projects and
potential expenses upcoming with both water and sewer plants. He also said he is going to g0
and talk to John and try to get the easements for the inflow and outflow for wastewater and need
to have that worked out before we get funded. The Mayor said he can do this project on his own
but there is a grant involved and wanted to consult council. Douthitt said that ditches have priority
over the path in his mind. The Mayor stated that all of Shyville was not included in the $99000;
it was only Shyville to Moore. There was more discussion and council agreed that they want the
ditches fixed so the Mayor said he will call the contractor and get him started on the project.
Clemmons asked if the Mayor had got prices on culverts for 23? Clemmons said that DGM
specialize in big culverts.

PAY BILLS

A motion was made by Victor Brushart to pay the bills and any that are due before the next
meeting. A second was made by Ryan Clemmons. Douthitt-yes, Brushart-yes, Shanks-yes,
Clemmons-yes. Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Ralph Douthitt and a second was made by Victor
Brushart to adjourn the meeting. All in favor, meeting adjourned.



Victor Brushart

Ralph Douthitt Cristy Shanks
absent
Dennis Foreman Ryan Clemmons

All formal actions of the Village of Piketon concerning and relating to the adoption of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting
were adopted in a meeting open to the public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.



