VILLAGE OF PIKETON
January 12, 2021
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
SPECIAL MEETING

CALL TO ORDER: Billy Spencer, Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL.:
Present: Mike Davis Victor Brushart
Ralph Douthitt ~ Jennifer Chandler
Dennis Foreman Ryan Clemmons(arrived 5:11)

Others present: Cheryl Overly, Fiscal Officer, Ronda Clemmons, Administrator, Brock
Clemmons, Police Chief and other guests.

The Mayor opened the meeting stating the meeting was called by council and explained that he
was approached by Kroger Company saying they have a need for an online food pickup location
in Pike county and said they wanted a central location and the parking lot of Village offices was
the best location. Kroger explained that people who order online are traveling to Portsmouth or
Chillicothe currently to pick up their groceries. The Mayor said he agreed that this would be a
good location and that the Police Department is a place that most people recognize and know
where it is. The Mayor explained that he signed a sixth month agreement; with Kroger paying
$1 for the six months and they have provided a $2 million liability policy per occurrence. Mayor
Spencer said he thought of it as a service to the community and does not believe it is a harm to
any other business in town. Spencer said he believes it was within his authority to sign the
contract and it would stay in place for the remainder of the six months. The Mayor opened the
floor to council.

Mike Davis said his concern was with the location of the service and the appearance it gives.
Davis stated he is not for or against Kroger or Ritchie’s but thinks there are other lots in town
they could have chosen. Davis further stated it gives the appearance that the Village is in
partnership with Kroger.

Dennis Foreman said he feels like Kroger put the Mayor in a bad position. Foreman agreed with
Davis that it does not look good. Foreman did not like the signage that Kroger placed and said if
Kroger cared about the Village, they would go get a business lot. He also said it was not coming
from Waverly. To Foreman it sets the wrong precedence. What if Walmart wants to have the
service? Foreman said he is for supporting our little businesses and said it just does not look good
and feels they put the Mayor in a bad position. The Mayor assured Foreman that they did not and
if he did not want to agree to it, he wouldn’t have. He explained that other businesses have used
public property to prosper but there is not policy for public land usage.

Mike Davis explained again that it was simply the appearance. Vic Brushart agreed that it is the
perception with all the flags and banners and his gut just tells him it is not right and he prefers
that it not be on the village lot.

Foreman talked about how the Ritchie’s built the grocery store when there wasn’t one in town
and people wonder why they don’t offer that service. Foreman’s concern is why didn’t Kroger
put it in Waverly and stated he has gotten calls from everyone and felt like he has cheated on



Ritchie’s. The Mayor stated that he doesn’t feel like we have cheated on anyone. The Mayor
reiterated that he is not trying to hurt Ritchie’s or any other business and town but is also not
going to advocate for one business.

Ryan Clemmons said since he saw it on facebook he has called a lot of people to get their opinion.
He stated that he supports Ritchie’s and will continue to. The only negative comment was that it
was being put on Taxpayer property. The only negative is putting it on this particular lot. Ryan
asked Nathan Maynard if he felt this was going to lose money and Maynard said yes. Maynard
said he thinks it is bad for the Village. The Mayor offered the floor to Maynard however he said
he wanted to hear from the rest of council before he speaks.

Jennifer Chandler stated that this is a contract that the mayor has the authority to sign and he can
move forward with it and we cannot break the contract. Chandler said it has become very
apparent that we do not have a process or a policy in place to prohibit this. Chandler stated that
she herself has used village property for her private business of the pop up coffee shop. She
explained that this the same type of situation; although it didn’t brink attention like Kroger has.
Chandler believes that council needs to set a policy for the use of public property.

A village resident in attendance, Brian Howell, urged council to set a policy as soon as possible.
Nathan Maynard said the issue is not the small folks getting started; its corporate America.
Maynard apologized to Spencer and said he was upset. He said the tax abatement was about a
$790 deduction each year. He explained they have invested 2.5 million in the town. In exchange
for the tax deduction, they had to hire 20 employees. Maynard further explained that their payroll
averages $800,000 each year; $59,000 payroll taxes in 9 years. He also explained that they have
delivered to West Portsmouth, Minford, and Chillicothe and that the service does exist. He would
like to see the issue tabled and changed. Maynard asked the Mayor to clear up the tax abatement
statement on facebook. Nathan Maynard was concerned about the precedent it sets after the first
delivery is a made for a profit company. Davis stated that if we stop from this point forward we
are not setting a precedent.

Council discussed what the public use policy should look like and the Mayor will move forward
with coming up with a policy.

A motion was made by Davis to move forward on coming up with a public use policy and not to
enter any other agreements until said policy is in place. A second was made by Foreman.

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Jennifer Chandler and a second was made by Dennis
Foreman to adjourn the meeting. All in favor, meeting adjourned.

Mike Davis Victor Brushart
Ralph Douthitt Jennifer Chandler
Dennis Foreman Ryan Clemmons

All formal actions of the Village of Piketon concerning and relating to the adoption of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting
were adopted in a meeting open to the public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.



